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Does your Club need Volunteers?

Kent leads sporting volunteers

The Kent Sports Volunteers project aims to recruit volunteers from all ages and backgrounds, with a particular interest placed upon recruiting volunteers from disadvantaged areas of the county, minority ethnic groups and disabled people.  26% of all volunteering in the UK is sports related.  However, sports’ volunteering has been traditionally thought of as an exclusive activity for those who actively participate in sport, with volunteering opportunities limited to a refereeing or coaching role.  

In fact volunteers are needed to fill a wide range of roles with sports organisations in Kent.  Sport at a community level is heavily dependent on volunteers and many clubs need people to fill a wide range of roles, such as fundraising, marketing, administration work, maintenance and catering.  

Sporting heroes have been quick to acknowledge the impact that volunteers can make, including Olympic javelin silver medallist, Steve Backley.  Steve says,

“I am delighted to be associated with the Kent Sports Volunteer Project and wish it every success in the future.  My particular sport of athletics is very dependent on volunteers to make it the success that it is and without them it would be very difficult for athletics to function at all.”

However, as much as sporting organisations need voluntary support, volunteers need to be made aware of the volunteering opportunities available by the sports clubs themselves.   Therefore it is the responsibility for individual clubs to identify volunteering opportunities and notify KSV, so that volunteers can be matched quickly and can fulfil the needs of local sporting organisations in Kent.

The scheme launched officially in March 04 by various leading figures in the world of politics and sport including Tory leader Michael Howard, Minister of Sport Richard Caborn, Lord Moynihan, Kent Cricket Captain David Fulton, Henry Olonga, John Surtees and local dignitaries.  

The website was also launched, this being a leading communication device with the general public.  The website (now the most popular in Kent Sport) has monthly prizes, newsletters, case studies and many patrons of the project including Tessa Sanderson, Geraint Jones and many other high profile sportspeople.  The website also has a registration document for volunteers and organisations, which is quick and simple.

KSV also offers training in many areas, whether in coaching, first aid, disability awareness, administration, IT.  

KSV in approaching it’s first year has over 100 volunteers and over 100 opportunities.  One of the problems with accessing these opportunities is actually “how does the volunteer” get to the placement?” KSV has joined up with Stagecoach bus company to obtain free passes to volunteers who live in the Thanet district of the County.

KSV are also leading the way in an exciting new CD ROM and Folder which will be used as a Guide for Volunteers, with extracts from sports people talking about their experiences.  A goody bag to accompany this is also available.

Recognition, reward and support is also a major issue in the voluntary sector.  For example, one volunteer from a disadvantaged background has been working with people with disabilities and mentored by the KSV co-ordinator for 7 months, in November won recognition at the Kent Volunteer Awards.

The scheme has another 18 months to run and with so much potential to help individuals and groups in Kent, this can only be a positive.

If you would like to learn more about KSV please log onto www.kentsport.org/volunteers.

To notify the Kent Sports Volunteering vacancies that your sporting organisation has, you can complete an online registration form on the KSV website or contact Simon Harris at KSV at simon.harris@kent.gov.uk or phone 01622 605058.

